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Indian, but expediency, an eagerness to snatch votes, required from him
a change of front. Mr. Goch's example shows to what pass public life has
come under modern conditions. The gods must be pleased at any cost.
Nothing is too sacred to be sacrificed in order to appease them, and if this
is to be the outcome of popular government, the time is not far distant
when it will stink in the nostrils, and become a byword for hypocrisy and
insincerity.

Indian Opinion, 23-9-1905

91. INDIANS IN THE 0. R. C.

We publish in another column the correspondence1 between Lord
Selborne and the British Indian Association at Johannesburg with reference
to the status of British Indians in the Orange River Colony. Lord-Selborne's
reply is extremely courteous, but equally disappointing. In spite of His
Excellency's anxiety and desire to soothe British Indians, he has been un-
doubtedly led away by the reports from the local officials who have
smartly succeeded in confusing the real issue. The British Indian Associa-
tion naturally protested against Indians being classed with all sorts of
Coloured people, including the Natives of South Africa, It resented the
application of regulations aimed at the Natives of the soil to the Indians
who may go to the Colony, The injustice is all the more serious because,
in practice, very few Indians are affected, as the application of such legis-
lation to them is not called for by the circumstances of the case. The
utility of the registration of servants has never been questioned. The regu-
lations that have been reproduced in, these columns from time to time
have been shown to be restrictive of the personal liberty and insulting to
those affected by them. It was of such legislation that the British Indian
Association has rightly complained. What does it get in return ? An illus-
tration, shown from Ceylon, to justify registration of servants, which has
never been questioned! The Association, in its concluding reply,1 has
also very properly drawn Lord Selborne's attention to the fact that Bri-
tish Indians do expect in the near future to have the right to enter the
Orange River Colony, and if the expectation is justly entertained, restric-
tive legislation in anticipation is open to exception. The matter is one
that calls for immediate action, and we hope that Lord Selborne will
be pleased to see that justice is done to British Indians who have now
settled in the Orange River Colony, or who may have to go there in the
future.
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